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Participant: 

Helmut Dornmayr 
 

 

THE AUSTRIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM 
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FRANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

Participant: 

Francois Gorget 

 

THE FRENCH EDUCATION SYSTEM 
 

 

 

 
Education is compulsory and free from the ages of 6 to 16; it includes five years of primary education(in 

primary school) followed by five years of secondary education: four years in collège (lower secondary 

education) followed by the 1st lycée year (upper secondary education). After this, pupils can continue up 

to the final lycée year (which theoretically corresponds with the age of 17/18) and enter higher education. 

Access to a higher education cycle depends on passing a State examination which awards a national 

diploma, the baccalauréat. 
As a whole, the French education system is currently organised as follows: 

- Primary education, which includes: 

� Pre-primary education, more widely known as école maternelle, is optional and free for all 
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French and foreign children aged 3 to 6 years old. 2 year-olds can also be admitted depending on the 

number of available places. Although optional, pre-school, which currently accommodates for nearly 

100% of children from the age of 3, is now part of the normal curriculum of pupils. 

� Primary school is compulsory and free for all pupils aged 6 to 11/12. Transition to secondary education 

is automatic and subject to no examination. 

- A secondary education cycle which includes: 

� Collège (lower secondary), compulsory and free for pupils aged 11 to 14/15. At the end of the final 

year (troisième class), a national diploma is awarded, the brevet, which assesses the knowledge and skills 

acquired in collège. Pupils do not have to pass this examination to move up to lycée. 

� Lycée (upper secondary), free for pupils aged 15 to 18. At the end of collège, pupils can continue their 

education in a general and technological lycée or a vocational lycée. The general curriculum prepares 

pupils for the general baccalauréat and extended higher education. The technological curriculum prepares 

them for the technological baccalauréat and technological higher education. The vocational curriculum 

offers a concrete education in connection with businesses and trades. Vocational lycée pupils prepare for 

a Certificat d’aptitude professionnelle (C.A.P. or vocational training certification) in two years or a 

vocational baccalauréat in three. 

- A higher education cycle organised, since 2002, into 3 Licence years, 2 Master years and 3 Doctoral 

years, in accordance with the European architecture of qualifications 

 

2.5. Compulsory Education 

Compulsory education is provided for in article L131-1 of the code de l’éducation. 

Article L131-8 and articles R131-5 to R131-10 and R131-19 of the code de l’éducation detail the 

methods of this control, more largely explained by decree n°2004-054 on 23 March 2004. 

Education is compulsory for children of both sexes, French and foreign, aged six to sixteen years old. It 

can be given either by state or private institutions or schools, or in families by one or both parents, or any 

person of their choice. Article 11 of the framework and programme law for the future of schools from 

23/04/2005 which completes article L. 131-2 of the code de l’éducation adds that a distance learning 

public service has been set up notably to ensure education for children who cannot be educated in school 

or in a school institution. 

When a child is temporarily absent from school, the persons responsible must immediately inform the 

head teacher (primary education) or head of the institution (secondary education) of the reasons of this 

absence. 

The school institution is the first port of call for preventing, pin-pointing and treating absences. From the 

moment when the absence has been pin-pointed, the family is contacted as quickly as possibly in order to 

know the reasons for this absence. A relation of trust, based on dialog, must then be instigated. When 

dialog with a family has broken down and regular attendance has not been restored, the head teacher or 

the head of the establishment transfers the child’s file to the inspecteur d’académie (responsible for and 

representing the State for a given educational constituency). The latter can entrust social services the care 

of carrying out necessary additional steps in favour of the pupil. The inspecteur d’académie sends a 

warning to the people responsible for the child and reminds them of the penal sanctions to which they are 

liable for (article R 624-7 of the penal code) when, despite the head of the educational institution’s 

invitation, they have not communicated the reasons for the child’s absence or have given inexact reasons 

for the absence or yet again in the event of the child having missed class without a legitimate reason or 

valid excuse for at least four half-days in the month. He then calls a meeting with them during which 

proposals liable to reinstate the child’s regular attendance are formulated. If he finds it useful, the 

inspecteur d’académie can offer the persons present at this meeting to take part in a parental 

responsibility support module. 
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GERMANY 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants: 

Monika Niemann 
Elfi Quiram-Jurkiewicz 

 

THE GERMAN EDUCATION SYSTEM 
 

In accordance with the German constitution, the 16 federal states are given the authority to legislate 

education. Consequently, a plethora of educational systems currently coexist.  This is further complicated 

by the frequent changes in legislation by the federal states’ governments according to political changes in 

government.   

 

All pupils are supposed to achieve one of following three leaving certificates: 

Hauptschulabschluss  – a basic certificate which prepares pupils for a vocational education 

Realschulabschluss  – certificate of extended education with a more advanced vocational 

   preparation and  the chance to move on to Abitur 

Abitur   – certificate designed to prepare pupils for university 

 

Again, there are multiple paths to achieve those leaving certificates, depending on the federal state. A 

conference of all 16 educational secretaries takes place regularly to find agreement on the most 

fundamental issues.  

 

The chart in next page shows what most federal states have in common: 

 

Children with special needs attend a Förderschule. Those schools have a favourable pupil-teacher ratio 

and the teachers are qualified professionals who have specialized in special needs education. There are 

many types of Förderschule: special schools for children with learning disabilities, schools for children 

with severe learning disabilities and for the mentally disabled and schools for children with special 

emotional needs.  Children with severe physical disabilities often attend a Förderschule if there is no other 

school which is equipped to cater for those children in one way or another, e.g. for the deaf, for the blind. 

 

The plan is to support the children sufficiently so that they may eventually be integrated into the ‘main 

stream’ school system. 'Main streaming' only happens occasionally, as many parents who have children 

with special needs generally require a lot of counselling to agree to send their children to a Förderschule. 

Parents try to keep their children in the mainstream system as long as possible.  As a result, those children 

who end up in Förderschule generally show a very low academic achievement and have little chance of 

going back to other schools. 

Theoretically, attending Förderschule could lead to at least the basic leaving certificate.  However, this is 

rare when pupils with learning disabilities are concerned.   

 

Those who are critical of Förderschule claim that this kind of school does not provide the children with 

sufficient educational training to be a productive member of society. They also view Förderschule as a 

means of discriminating against those with disabilities and specials needs by setting them apart. Others 

say that due to their learning difficulties those children who attend a school for special needs would not 

be able to achieve any kind of usable leaving certificate, even if they were mainstreamed into 

Hauptschule or Realschule. They claim that most children, especially those with emotional disorders, are 

in dire need of their small learning groups and would feel lost in big systems. 

 

While it has never been a problem for mainstream schools to include children with physical disabilities 

provided that the appropriate accomodations have been made in terms of the building situation and 

additional personnel, many schools are now working on a more inclusional environment for children with 

other disabilities.  This often proves to be very difficult as the teachers in mainstream school lack the 
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training that is needed to deal with special needs children. Additionally, if a school takes on pupils with 

special needs there is often little relief where the pupil-teacher-ratio is concerned and support from trained 

specialists is limited. 

 

 

 
Source: http://www.howtogermany.com/pages/germanschools.html 

 

 

Recently the UN Human Rights Charta has criticized Germany for still hanging on to the system of 

‘separation’. This public chastising has resulted in quite a few hurried responses in the education 

departments of many federal states. There has been talk of “complete inclusion and abolishment of 

Förderschule” as well as getting as many children with special needs as possible into mainstream schools 

and to keep only very few Förderschulen for those who are absolutely not able to be educated in the 

mainstream system.  Two federal states have already implemented inclusional systems.   

 

However, there are still many shortfalls. Although this is a start, more serious thought by parents, 

teachers, and school officials need to be devoted to finding ways that will provide society with a 

sustainable solution that benefits everyone.  

At the moment the majority of people working in education fear that the planned closing of Förderschule 

and the inclusion of children with special needs in the mainstream school system is a means of cutting the 

states’ overall school budgets by training less and employing fewer professionals in special education and 

handing the task over to those teachers who have not got these qualifications and receive less pay.  

Overall it can be said that there is no reluctance towards inclusional education as such but there are still 

many question marks concerning the planning and the time frame. 
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IRELAND 

 

 

 

 

 

Participant: 

Áine Lynch 

 

THE IRISH EDUCATION SYSTEM 

 
Information 
Education is compulsory for children in Ireland from the ages of six to 16 or until students have 

completed three years of second-level education. 

The Irish education system is made up of primary, second, third-level and further education. State-funded 

education is available at all levels, unless you choose to send your child to a private institution. 

Primary (first-level) education 

Children do not have to attend school until the age of six but it is usual for children to begin school the 

September following their fourth birthday. Four-year-olds and five-year-olds are enrolled in the junior or 

senior infant classes. 

The curriculum for primary education covers the following key areas:Language, mathematics, social, 

environment and scientific education, arts education including visual arts music and drama, physical 

integration, social personal and health education. 

Primary schools are generally privately owned by religious communities (or boards of governors) but are 

State-funded. 

Second-level education 

Second-level education is provided by different types of post-primary schools. That is, secondary, 

vocational, community and comprehensive schools. Secondary schools are privately owned and managed. 

In most cases the trustees are religious communities or boards of governors. Vocational schools are 

established by the State and administered by vocational education committees. Community and 

comprehensive schools are managed by boards of management of differing compositions. 

Second-level education consists of a three-year junior cycle followed by a two-year or three-year senior 

cycle depending on whether an optional Transition Year is taken following the Junior Certificate 

examination. 

Third-level education 

Third-level education is made up of a number of sectors. The university sector, the technological sector 

and the colleges of education are substantially funded by the State. In addition there are a number of 

independent private colleges. 

There are seven universities, which are autonomous and self-governing. They offer degree programmes at 

bachelor, masters and doctorate level. 

The technological sector includes institutes of technology which provide programmes of education and 

training in areas such as business, science, engineering, linguistics and music to certificate, diploma and 

degree levels. The Department of Education and Skills has overall responsibility for the sector. 
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The colleges of education specialise in training for first-level teachers. They offer a three-year bachelor of 

education degree and a postgraduate diploma. 

The training of second-level teachers usually involves completing a primary degree in university or other 

third-level institution followed by a one-year higher diploma in education. In addition, there are colleges 

of education that specialise in the training of second-level home economics teachers, teachers of religion 

and physical education. 

 

Special needs education in the Republic of Ireland 

Information 

Special needs education means the special educational arrangements which are in place for people with 

disabilities. All children – including children with disabilities and children with special needs – have a 

constitutional right to free primary education. Children with special educational needs have the right to 

free primary education up to age 18.  

You are a person with special educational needs if your capacity to participate in and benefit from 

education is restricted due to an enduring physical, sensory, mental health or learning disability. The 

policy is to provide special needs education in mainstream settings as far as possible. The Education for 

Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 (pdf) provides that children are to be educated in an 

inclusive setting unless this would not be in the best interests of the child or the effective provision of 

education for other children in mainstream education. 

Education for children with special needs may be provided in ordinary classes in mainstream schools, in 

special classes in mainstream schools or in special schools. 

Education in mainstream schools 

Many children with disabilities or special needs are in ordinary classes in mainstream schools. They may 

get help from learning support and resource teachers and from special needs assistants (SNAs).  

Special classes in mainstream schools 

Some children attend special classes in mainstream schools. These classes generally have low 

pupil/teacher ratios. 

Special schools 

There are over 107 special schools catering for particular types of disability and special needs.  

Education plans 

Under the Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 (the EPSEN Act) each child 

assessed with a special educational need should have a personal education plan. This system is not yet in 

place but its implementation is being coordinated by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE). 

However there is currently no date for the implementation of the assessment of need and individual 

education plans. 

Organisations and statutory bodies with a role in special needs education 

The National Council for Special Education 

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment 

The Special Education Support Service (SESS) 

The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) 
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ITALY 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants: 

Adele Diodato 
Ettore Acerra 

 

THE ITALIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM 
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SUMMARY TABLE OF THE NEW EDUCATION 

INFANT SCHOOL: 

term: 3 Years 

  girls and boys may already be enrolled in  2 ½ years to  6 years      

FIRST STAGE : 

PRIMARY 

SCHOOL – 

duration: 5 years 

enrollment in first class, optional 5-year and  half, compulsory at six years, 

 introduction of an European language by first-class, 

 computer’s use, 

 abolition of the fifth class examination 

FIRST STAGE: 

SECONDARY 

SCHOOL- level I – 

duration: 3 years 

introduction of a second European language,  

use of information technology, 

 duration: 3 years; 

 orientation guide for choosing the next location, the new state exam at end of the 

first cycle 

choice between two courses of study:  Grammar schools - Education and Training; 

 

 ability to switch from one location to another and change of address within the 

same path, through appropriate Advanced Training on educational initiatives 

offered by the school,  

 

Information Technology from 15 years of learning modes: full-time study, school-

work with internship in a cultural, social and productive, even abroad last year 

apprenticeship approach led to the choice of the upper path: university , colleges, 

higher vocational education to labor and the professions 

SECOND STAGE: 

SECONDARY 

SCHOOL – level II – 

duration: 5 years 

 

 

� HIGH 

SCHOOLS 

 duration: 5 years  

 

Students can choose a school of 

art, classical humanities, economic, 

linguistic, musical, scientific, 

technological 

 

Teaching Articulation: 4 years (two 

+ two) plus 1 year of study 

discipline and guidance to higher 

education, 

new state exam at the end of 5th 

year  for going to university and 

they can  subscribe to the High 

level art, music and dance 

� VOCATIONAL 

EDUCATION AND 

TRAINING  

 duration: variable, minimum 3 years 

 

3 years after first qualifying expendable in the 

world of work and recognized at national and 

European level 

 

potential to achieve further qualifications 

expendable in the workplace and in access to 

higher technical training 

 

 

 at least of  four years of  qualifying,students 

may attend a year of preparation for the state 

exam, for going to university and they can  

subscribe to the High level art, music and 

dance. 

 

(Fonte: Isfol) 
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LITHUANIA 

 

 

 

 

 

Participant: 

Raimonda Saliene 
 

 

THE LITHUANIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM 
 

 

 
1. Pre-school  

 

The pre-school programme is on offer for children aged from 5 to 6 at nursery or 

primary schools is conducted by qualified teaching staff and is voluntary.  

 

2. Primary 

 

The programme of primary education is provided for children who have turned 

seven in that calendar year. A four-year programme of primary education is 

provided by kindergartens, primary and other schools and covers Grades 1 to 4.  

There is no formal qualification at the end of the primary cycle, however, official 

certificates of primary education are awarded to pupils who have completed the 

primary education programme. 

3. Lower 

secondary school 

Secondary education is divided into (Basic) lower secondary (Grades 5-10), which 

is compulsory and senior secondary (Grades 11 and 12) education, which is non-

compulsory. Junior secondary education is a constituent part of a comprehensive 

basic school education and is offered at gymnasiums, secondary, basic, youth, 

vocational and other schools.  

 

3. Upper 

secondary 

education  
 

Upper secondary education is provided to pupils who have completed basic 

education. Upper secondary education is non-compulsory and covers Grades 11 

and 12. Students can complete secondary education at a general education school, 

gymnasium, boarding school, special school or vocational school, and the type of 

education received will depend on the school attended. Education in the final two 

grades (11-12) of secondary education is differentiated. 

On completion of basic education, pupils may either proceed to grade 11 in the 

same school or transfer to another general education secondary school or a 

gymnasium. Alternatively, students may complete their education in a vocational 

school which provides secondary education and professional qualifications based 

on the stage 3 vocational school programmes.  

The Certificate of Secondary Education is awarded to students who have 

successfully completed senior secondary education. Pupils in the last year of 

secondary education who do not take the Matura examinations or who pass only 

part of the examinations/credits required for the award of the Certificate of 

Secondary Education are issued a certificate attesting to learning achievements.  

To receive the Certificate of Secondary Education, pupils have to take Matura 

examinations.  Matura examinations can be two types: school-level or national-

level. The compulsory examination in the Lithuanian language and at least two 

elective examinations in selected subjects. The assessment of national-level exams 

is norm-referenced from 1 to 100 points. The assessment of school-level 

examinations is criterion referenced, and the results are rated on a 10-point scale 

(1−10). 
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Vocational schools  

 

Vocational education and training has been the subject of significant reform and 

restructuring over the past 15 years. Initial vocational education and training is 

formal and designed for acquisition of an initial qualification. It is provided to 

learners who have completed basic or secondary education. For learners who have 

completed basic education, its curriculum can be coupled with the secondary 

education curriculum. Initial vocational education and training may be also 

provided to those pupils without basic education who are not younger than 14 

years of age. 

4. Higher 

education 

 

Higher education is provided by 35 higher education institutions (HEI): 15 state 

university level institutions and 7 state non-university HEI, also as 4 non-state 

university level HEI and 9 non-state non-university level HEI.A higher education 

is acquired after completing one’s undergraduate studies, which last four to five 

years in HEI. A Professional qualification could be obtained together with a 

degree (at university level) or separate (non-university level). Upon completing a 

Bachelor’s programme, a specialised professional or Master’s programme lasting 

one and a half to two years can be undertaken. 

Doctoral studies in Lithuania last for three-four years, of which one and a half to 

two years are devoted to preparing for Doctoral exams. A candidate must prepare 

and publicly defend a doctoral dissertation in order to be awarded a Doctoral 

degree.  

 

 

  

Special needs education within the education system 
 

The official language of instruction is Lithuanian, but national minorities (Russians, Poles, Belorussians) 

has the right to teach children with Russian, Polish and Belorussian languages of instruction. 

 

Education of students with special needs in accordance with the special basic education curricula and 

adapted basic education curricula takes place in schools of general education. The specialeducation mode 

that Lithuania has chosen embraces all the forms of special education services provided in both 

mainstream and special schools. 

In 2005, there were 58747 pupils in Lithuania (10.5% of the total population of pupils) with 

identified special needs of various levels, 6837 pupils (about 1.1% of all the schoolchildren in the 

country) were educated in special schools. 

 

With every year more and more learners with special needs attend schools together with the learners of 

day schools of general education. In 2005, 9.7% of learners were fully integrated (51910 pupils attending 

general education schools together with their healthy peers). In 2005, the number of such learners 

with special needs in day schools of general education was high as 88.4% of all learners 

with special needs. Most of them about 60% had speech and communication difficulties, 19% had some 

specific cognition problems, 8% were mentally handicapped, 5% were visually impaired, 2% had 

physical and locomotive problems and 1% were hearing impaired children. 

 

The number of pupils per teacher is 12.9% at primary level. The average class (1 – 12 grades) size is 19.6 

(24.4 in urban areas, 12.1 in rural areas). The law defines the maximum number of pupils per class as 24 

in primary education and 30 in lower secondary education. 
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POLAND 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants: 

Lilianna Zaremba 
Marianna Niesobska 

 

THE POLISH EDUCATION SYSTEM 

 
1. Education is compulsory for the children for ten years from the age of six. 

 

 

2. Core curricula for compulsory teaching are the same for all pupils but the schools are free to decide 

the teaching and assessment methods. 

3. Students take exams:  

- at the end of the 6-year primary school (age 13) – general, obligatory to start education in the 

gimnazjum; 

- at the end of the 3-year lower secondary school, gimnazjum (age 16) – general, obligatory 

examination which determines the admission to upper- secondary schools: 

general upper secondary school, specialised upper secondary school, technical upper secondary 

school or basic vocational school. 

 

4. At the end of the course, all schools 

(except for the basic vocational schools) 

organize final/ matriculation examinations. 

The final exam (matura) entitles pupils for 

admission to higher education. 

 

 

Type of school Age of the students 

pre-school class  6 years of age 

6-year primary school 

Stage 1 – integrated teaching 

Stage 2 – teaching based on separate subjects 

7-13 years of age 
 

7-10 years of age 
 

10-13 years of age 

3-year lower secondary school (gimnazjum)  

Stage 3 – teaching based on separate subjects 

 
 

Stage 3 – teaching based on separate subjects 

13-16 years of age 

 

upper secondary schools 

(general upper secondary school, specialised upper secondary school, 

technical upper secondary school or basic vocational school) 

16-18/19/20 
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Special education is an integral part of the Polish education system. 
 

1. Children can be qualified for suitable forms of special education on the basis of the opinion issued 

after the psychological, pedagogical and medical examination, provided by psychological and 

educational services centres. 

 
2. Most children with special educational needs are taught in separate schools or special classes in 

mainstream schools. Integration is recommended by the competent authority and/or the parents. 

Students with slight disabilities can attend mainstream schools (decision is parent part). 

 

3. Disable students go through the same four stages: a special primary school, 3-year special 

gimnazjum, upper secondary schools - vocational or general education.  

 

4. Disabled pupils with no mental disabilities can study in upper secondary schools with egzamin maturalny 

at the end which gives them a right to access higher education institutions or in other post-gimnazjum 

schools. They can also study in basic vocational schools, which give them professional qualifications. 

Pupils with moderate and severe disabilities can follow vocational training in vocational classes preparing 

them for work. 
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ROMANIA 

 

 

 

 

 

Participant: 

Ana-Maria Postolache 
 

 

THE ROMANIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM  

 
The national system of education comprises the following levels: 

 

• early childhood education (0-6 years), consisting of the early years (0-3 years) and preschool education (3-6 years), 

including junior, middle group and large group; 

• primary education, which includes pre-school class and grades I-IV; 

• secondary school, which includes: 

 

        1. lower secondary or secondary education, including classes V-IX; 

        2. secondary education or secondary education, including school classes X-XII/XIII with the following  

branches: theoretical, vocational and technological 

• vocational education, with duration between 6 months and 2 years; 

• nonuniversitar tertiary education, including post-secondary education. 

 

General compulsory education consists of: 
 • primary education 

• lower secondary education. 

Technical education includes classes XII and XIII of secondary education, technological pathway. 

                                                                                                                
Technical and vocational education consists of: 
• vocational education 

• Technical Training 

• Post-secondary education. 

 

Full time education is compulsory education. 

For children with special educational needs or homebound for medical 

reasons, education can be organized at home or near medical establishments. 

 

Recent changes in education policy 
  

The Education Ministry's educational policy is under modernization and reconfiguration especially for the special 

education system in order to achieve the fundamental goal of integrating children with special needs and for 

successully adapt to community life. From January 1, 2011 there is a new education law. 

 

Integrating children with special educational needs in the Romanian education 

Integrating children with special educational needs in mainstream schools can be achieved in several ways: 

- through special schools; 

- in groups and special classes in regular schools and day care units (partially integrated special education) 

- in ordinary schools (special education fully integrated). 

 

The most commonly used form of integration is the integration of individual in normal classes in the mainstream 

schools closest to home students. 

 

Special Education Reform 
 

Decision on school orientation is taken by the Committee on Child Protection in the public services 

specialized in each county. This decision is taken after an assessment conducted by the Complex Evaluation Service, 

based on a methodology developed and approved by the National Authority for Child Protection and Adoption. 

 

Educational policies on children with disabilities 
The main purpose of special education is to provide training and education, rehabilitation and social, professional and 

inclusive education, children  with disabilities and / or learning difficulties. Special education offers equal 
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opportunities to all children and provides the possibility to achieve the maximum possible individual development of 

children with special educational needs by: 

● Purchase necessary learning experience academic and social; 

● Develop the skills necessary for learning in school; 

● Acquisition of basic knowledge and skills (minimum competencies) necessary for social and professional 

integration, and active participation in community life; 

● Providing opportunities and conditions for continuing education. 

 

Support services for children with special educational needs integrated into mainstream schools 
For children with language disorders and learning disabilities are "Inter-schools Speech Therapy Centers" where are 

experts performing specific therapies for correcting language disorders and to overcome learning difficulties. All 

students who attend normal schools or have been detected by teachers with speech dissorders have access to those 

offices. 

For children with behavior dissorders there are "Pedagogical Assistance Centers" where psychologists offer 

counseling services for both at-risk children and their families. 

For children diagnosed with disabilities by child protection committees there are educational support services through 

support teachers. 

 

Accessibility  
Special Schools are organized by type of impairment or disability. 

Special education is offered for preschool, primary, lower secondary and vocational education. 

Special education is free and is usually organized in the school day. 

Special Schools can receive support from social care institutions. 

Most schools are organized especially in urban areas (80%) with a uniform territorial distribution in the country. 

 

Admission Requirements and School  Choice 
   

In special schools admission is based on the evaluation of the child and parent or legal agreement. 

Evaluation is performed by The Evaluating Comitee organized in public services subordinated to the county child 

protection and by the continuous evaluation committees working in the school (special or integrated). 

Child Protection Committee and  Continuous Internal Evaluation Committees may recommend re-orientation of the 

child to or from special education, according to the results of evaluations. The choice depends on the child's school as 

special education units are typically organized by type of impairment or disability, as: 

                                              

● schools for mental  deficiency children; 

● Schools for children with disabilities; 

● Schools for children with sensory impairments; 

● Schools for children with multiple disabilities.  

  

 

Age Levels and Grouping of Pupils 

 A 

special education class consists of 8-12 students, in case of  multiple and / or severe deficiencies, classes are 

organized by 4-8 students. In special circumstances, classes may be organized with fewer students, with approval of 

the Ministry of Education. 

In mainstream education, a class can integrate2-3 students with disabilities. Total number of students per class is 

reduced by 3 students for each disabled child integrated.Entrance age and duration of studies in special education are 

the same as those in mainstream education, with the following exceptions: 

● Age of entry into special education classes or units can be delayed by 1-3 years compared with the same level of 

education in mainstream schools, if so recommended further evaluation of the child; 

● Duration of the professional qualification of students with disabilities in vocational education is usually 3-4 years; 

 

 Organization 

 

● Training in-time education system. 

● Training in the educational system daily boarding. 

● Boarding  education. 

 

During the preschool and primary education the same teacher teaches all subjects or most subjects to a working class. 

During secondary school, each subject is taught by a different teacher. 

Teaching and learning groups are organized in separate and individualized program of the afternoon in the school 

system or boarding school. 

Compensatory and therapeutic activities are organized by teachers in special centers for groups of 2-3 children - 

depending on their disabilities - and consist of cognitive therapy, practicing manual skills, occupational therapy and 

development of individual autonomy. 
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SLOVAKIA 
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Alena Hasková 
 

 

 

THE SLOVAKIAN EDUCATION SYSTEM  

 
I. Description of education system 

 

1. Education population and language of instruction 

In 1999, the number of people aged 29 or under was 2 411 804 (45% of the population). The number of children of 

compulsory school age accounted for 15% of the population. The official language of instruction is Slovakian and, in 

certain regions, the language of the minorities (Hungarian, Ukrainian, German or Bulgarian). 

 

2. Administrative control and extent of public-sector funded education 
Most pupils (96%) attend public-sector schools that are directly administered and organized by the public authorities. 

The Ministry of Education allocates funds to the education sector in accordance with the legislation governing the 

state budget. Private-sector education establishments, which are administered and organized by non-governmental 

organizations, receive between 60-90% of their funding from the public authorities. The Ministry of Education 

defines the network of education establishments (geographical distribution) and decides whether to integrate an 

establishment into the network or to exclude a school from the network. How the school functions depends on 

whether it is part of the school network. The responsibility for organizing schools is delegated to the administrative 

departments of the local authorities (the services responsible for education within the regional and district office). As 

regards administration and the use of financial resources, only individual establishments with status as corporate body 

have decision-making powers. Only State inspectors have responsibility for the task of educational inspection, the 

supervision of head teachers and the external assessment of schools. 

 

3. Pre-primary education 
Pre school education is considered to be the first level of the education system and caters for children from 3 (and 

sometimes even younger) to 6 years of age. School attendance is optional. In the 1998/99 school year, the attendance 

rate was 82.41%. Public-sector institutions are free of charge and private sector institutions charge fees. 

 

4. Compulsory full-time education 
(a) Phases  

Základná škola (single-structure primary and lower general secondary) 

6-15 years of age (first stage, from the first to fourth year; second stage, from the fifth to ninth year) 

Gymnázium (general lower and upper secondary) 10/12/15 - 18/19 years of age 

Konzervatórium (artistic lower and upper secondary) 10/15-19 years of age 

Stredná odborna škola 
Stredné odborné u čili.te (vocational upper secondary ) 

10/15-19 years of age 

15 . 19 years of age 

Education is compulsory up to the age of 16. The last year of compulsory education can be attended 

in the first year of upper secondary education. 

(b) Admi s s ions cr i t e r ia 

Compulsory education is free. The only admission requirement is the pupil’s age. To be admitted to 

the eight years of Gymnázium (at the age of 10), pupils must successfully complete the fourth year of 

primary education and pass an entrance test. 

EURYDICE is the Education Information Network in Europe (Socrates Programme) Last update: February 2001 

 (c) Length of the school day / week / year 

The school year 1999/2000 comprises 189 days of teaching spread between 1 September and 31 August of the 

following year. The subjects (between a minimum of 21 and a maximum of 25 lessons lasting 45 minutes for children 

aged around 7, and between 26 and 29 lessons for children aged around 10) are spread over five days a week. The 

minimum and maximum annual number of hours of teaching are from 595 (for the first year) to 709 (for the fourth 

year) for the first stage, and 737 (for the fifth year) and 822 (for the seventh-ninth years) for the second stage 

respectively. 

(d) Class s ize/student grouping 
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The classes are mixed and are made up of pupils of the same age. In 1997, the average number of pupils per teacher 

was 16.9. The average class size was 23.4. The regulations define the maximum number of pupils per class as 30. 

One teacher (a generalist) is responsible for teaching all subjects in the first stage, while there is a specialist teacher 

for each subject in the second stage. (Only teachers of foreign languages and physical education can be specialist 

teachers in the first stage.) 

(e) Curricula r control and content 

There are national curricula in Slovakia. The compulsory subjects are the same for all pupils. The individual curricula 

offered must be approved by the Ministry of Education to be valid throughout the country. Several types of curricula 

are currently available. Teachers are free to use the teaching methods and textbooks of their choice (from a list 

approved by the Ministry of Education). 

( f ) Assessment, progression and qualifications 

Only teachers are responsible for pupil assessment. They decide whether pupils in difficulty must repeat the year. 

Assessments are organized throughout the school year (written and oral tests). The pupils are given a certificate at the 

end of the first semester and at the end of each school year. At the end of the ninth year of základná .kola, a 

certificate is awarded on the basis of the pupil’s school results (with no final examination). 

5. Post-compulsory education; upper secondary and post-secondary level 

(a) Types of education 

Gymnasium (general upper secondary) 14-18/19 years of age 

Konzervatórium (artistic lower, upper and post- secondary) 10/14-19 years of age 

Stredné odborné u čili.te (vocational secondary school) 

Stredná odborna škola (secondary specialised school) 

15-18/19 years of age 

15-19 years of age 

Technical secondary school 14/15-19 years of age 

Apprenticeship centres 14/15-17 years of age 

Stredná odborna škola (post-secondary study) 19-22 years of age 

(b) Admissions criteria 

To be admitted, students must successfully complete the final year of nine-years Základná .kola and 

pass an entrance examination (if respective secondary school require it). 

(c) Curricula r control and content 

The curriculum is set according to the same arrangements as in compulsory education. The compulsory subjects are 

the same for all pupils within the same type of education. Teachers can adapt the curriculum to the region, the 

situation of the school and the interests and needs of the pupils. 

(d) Assessment, progression and qualifications 

The arrangements for pupil assessment are the same as in compulsory education. The certificate awarded for passing 

the final examination, maturitná skú.ka, which is organized by all establishments (with the exception of 

apprenticeship centres), is a minimum entrance requirement for higher education. Post-secondary courses are offered 

leading to high-level vocational qualifications. EURYDICE is the Education Information Network in Europe 

(Socrates Programme) Last update: February 2001 

3 

6. Special needs 

Most children with special educational needs currently attend special schools (3.35%). The structure of special 

education in these schools is very similar to that of mainstream education. 

7. Teachers 
Teachers who work in the first stage of základná .kola (generalists) and the second stage (specialists), and in the 

upper secondary schools must acquire their qualifications at university. The studies last for four years for teachers 

who work in the first stage of the základná .kola and five years for those in the second stage and at upper secondary 

level. Teachers who work in public-sector schools have civil servant status. 

 

II. Ongoing Reforms and Topics of Debate in Education in Slovakia 
The substance of reforms in the education system was carried out immediately after the political transformation and 

continued accordingly with social and economical changes from 1990. 

The transformation is related to all areas and levels, that is, the structure of the education system, curriculum, 

graduates and teachers' profiles etc. At present, the overvaluation of the fields of education and their classification in 

compliance with the international classification in the field of education (ISCED - 97) take place. The education 

system is more and more based on information technology (IT) and, as a result, the content of study must undergo a 

change. Transformation of economy also requires changes in education, specifically at the upper secondary 

specialised schools. The transformation of the education system is being completed through transfer from 9 year 

compulsory school attendance to 10 year. In the field of higher education the network of state higher education 

institutions has been extended and the new higher education act is being prepared. 

The Ministry of Education of the Slovak Republic nominated an intersector working committee responsible for 

comparison of the levels of education according to ISCED-97. In this connection it will be necessary to evaluate 

some types of education at the levels 3,4 and 5 to be in agreement with European Union countries. 
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Mehmet Demir 
 

 

THE TURKISH EDUCATION SYSTEM 
 

FORMAL EDUCATION  

 

Formal education is the regular education of individuals in a certain age group and given in schools at the same level with programs 

prepared for definite purposes. Formal education includes Pre-Primary education, primary education, secondary education and 

higher education institutions. 

 

1.  Pre-Primary education  
Pre-Primary education includes the optional education of children between 36-72 month who are under the age of compulsory 

primary education. Pre-Primary education institutions, independent nurseries are opened as nursery classes and practical classes 

within formal and non-formal education institutions with suitable physical capacity.The purpose of Pre-Primary education is to 

ensure physical, mental and sensory development of children and the acquisition of good habits, to prepare children for primary 

education, to create a common atmosphere of growth for those living in inconvenient circumstances and to ensure that Turkish is 

spoken correct and well. 

 

2. Primary Education 

The purpose of primary education is to ensure that every Turkish child acquires the basic knowledge, skills, behaviors, and habits to 

become a good citizen, is raised in line with the national moral concepts and is prepared for life and for the next education level 

parallel to his/her interests and skills. Primary education is compulsory for all citizens, boys or girls, and is given free of charge in 

public schools. Primary education institutions are schools that provide eight years of uninterrupted education, at the end of which 

graduates receive a primary education diploma. 

3. Secondary Education 

The purpose of secondary education is to give students a minimum common culture, to identify individual and social problems, to 

search for solutions, to raise awareness in order to contribute to the socio-economic and cultural development of the country and to 

prepare the students for higher education, for profession, for life and for business in line with their interests and skills. General 

secondary education covers the education of children between 15-17 for at least three years after primary education. General 

secondary education aims to raise students who have a minimum common knowledge at a secondary education level, know the 

problems of society, and contribute to the economic, social and cultural development of the country and to prepare them for higher 

education. General secondary education includes high schools, foreign language teaching high schools, Anatolia high schools, high 

schools of science, Anatolia teacher training high schools, and Anatolia fine arts high schools. Vocational and technical secondary 

education involves the institutions that both raise students as manpower in business and other professional areas, prepare them for 

higher education and meet the objectives of general secondary education. Vocational and technical secondary education includes 

technical education schools for boys, technical education schools for girls, trade and tourism schools, religious education schools, 

multi-program high schools, Special education schools, Private education schools and health education schools. 

NON-FORMAL EDUCATION 

Services given by non-formal education are  

� to teach reading-writing, to provide continuing education opportunities for students to finish their incomplete education  

� to provide education opportunities that shall facilitate the students' adaptation to scientific, technologic, economic, social 

and cultural developments 

� to give education that protects, improves, introduces and comprises our national cultural values 

� to help students acquire the concepts and habits of collective living, supporting, helping, working and organizing 

collectively  

� to provide opportunities that shall ensure acquisition of professions in line with the economic development and 

employment policy 

� to teach balanced nutrition and a healthy life style 

� to teach people from various professions the knowledge and skills they need to improve themselves 

� to provide the habit of using one's free time in a useful way. 
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GUINDANCE and RESEARC CENTERS 

  

Guidance and research centers have been opened in order to make all possible efforts to effectively and efficiently carry out the 

guidance and psychological counseling services in education-teaching institutions, and besides provide them with guidance and 

psychological counseling services as well as examine and diagnose the individuals needing special education, suggesting a suitable 

education environment to place them in. 

In 2001, 728 teachers are being employed in 113 guidance and research centres in Turkey. The guidance and psychological 

counseling services established in education-teaching institutions in order to provide guidance and psychological counseling 

services to those attending primary, secondary and non-formal education institutions perform their duties in cooperation with the 

guidance and research centers and related institutions in their area. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 

In our country, education services are provided in special education schools for children and adolescents in five groups of 

impairment, namely, visual impairment, hearing impairment, orthopedic impairment, mental retardation and long-term sickness. In 

all those impairment groups, the children who meet the criteria are taken to adaptation training in normal schools and make use of 

education services through special education classes and supplementary education. special education institutions include; 

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS, STUDENTS AND TEACHERS IN SPECIAL EDUCATION IN THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2010-

2011 

TYPE OF SCHOOL 

 

OF SCHOOLS 

CLASSROOMS 

INSTITUTIONS 

OF STUDENTS 
OF 

TEACHERS 

Primary schools for the hearing impaired 48 4821 1113 

Multi-program high schools for the hearing impaired 17 1692 233 

Primary schools for the visually impaired 15 1354 396 

Primary schools for the orthopedically impaired 3 461 81 

Vocational high schools for the orthopedically impaired 2 118 28 

Vocational Training Centre (for educable mentally retarded 

children) 
126 5799 1241 

Education and application school (for teachable mentally retarded 

children) 
256 8573 1635 

Science and art centre (for highly intelligent or talented children) 53 5756 598 

Autistic Training Centre 27 680 

Autistic Business Training Centre 5 149 
228 

Press house and night school for the visually impaired 1  9 

Nursery within Special education School 65 513 57 

TOTAL 618 29.916 5.619 

      RESOURCE: The Ministry of National Education Research, Planning and Coordination Board 

 

EDUCATION OF THE HIGHLY INTELLIGENT OR TALENTED 
 

In order to ensure that highly intelligent or talented children at the age of primary or secondary education are aware of their 

individual skills and maximise their capacities, science and art centers have been established as independent Special education 

institutions. As part of a pilot project, these science and art centers have been opened in Ankara, Bayburt, Trabzon, Sinop, Tekirdað, 

Bursa-Mustafakemalpaşa, İstanbul, İzmir, Urla, Isparta, and education has begun in Bayburt, Ankara, Bursa-Mustafakemalpaşa, 

Tekirdað and İzmir. Infrastructure works are in progress in other cities. In these centers, highly intelligent and talented children at 

the age of primary and secondary education receive individual or group training in their spare time outside public education. 

 

Apart from these, it is a special education organization that aims to  

� solve the problems in practical and real life 

� think realistically about the function, processes and facts in daily life 

� create innovative suggestions, alternative processes and new solutions that can fully cope with the problems of daily life 

� be aware of the needs and problems in various business areas, and suggest and develop innovative ideas, techniques and 

tools, 

� solve the problems by preparing projects that include the phases of needs analysis, planning, budget preparation, 

implementation and evaluation. 
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THE UK EDUCATION SYSTEM 
 

 

 

 
 

 


